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SIR, 


Sce you arc greatly Scandalized at our flow and confu- 

ſed Proceedings. I confels you have cauſe enough, but 
were you but within theſe Walls for one halt day, and 

ſaw the lirange Make and Comp'cxion that this Houſe 

is of; you woul:l wonder as much that ever you wondred 
at it; For weare ſuch a pied Parliament, that none can ſay 
of what Calowr we arcs for we conlilt of old Cavaliers, old 
Kognd-beads, Indigent Courtiers, and true Country Gentle- 
mens the. two latter, are mult yumerons, and would in Pro- 
bability bring things tv (ome Ifſuc, were they not clogged 
with the humeruus uaccreaintics of the former. For the 
old Copalier grown Aged, aud almoti patt his Vice, is dat» 
uable Godly, and wakes ls doating Piety more a Plague to 
the 
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the World, than his youthful Debauchery was : For he is 
for much a By got to the Biſhops, that he forces his Loyalty to 
{trixe Sail ro his Religion, and could be content to pare the 
Nails a little of the Civil Government, {o you would but let 
him ſharpen the Eccleſiaſtical Tallons which behaviour of 
his ſo cxaſperates the Rownd-head, that he on. the other hand 
cares not what Increaſes the Intereſt of the Crown receives, 
ſo he can but diminiſh that of the Miter : fo that the Rownd- 
head had rather enſlave the Man, than the Conſcience 3 The 


| Cavalier rather the Conſcicnce than the Man, there being a 


ſufficient ſtock of Animoſity as proper Matter to work 
upon- 

"Upon theſe therefore the Courtier mutually plays : For if 
any Anticourt motion be made, he gains the Rownd-bead 
cicther to oppole or ablent, by telling them, If they will joyu 
bim nw, he will joyn with them for Liberty of Conſcience, 
And when any Affair is.tiarted on the behalf of the Countrey, 
he aſſures the Cavaliers, . If they- will then ftand by bim, he 
will then jryn with them in promoting a Bill. againſt the Fana- 
tiqzes. Thus play they on both hands, that no Motion of 
a publick nature is made, but they win upon the oxe or other 
of them 3 and by this Art gain a Majority againſt the Coun- 
try Gentlemen, which otherwiſe they would never have : 
Wheretore it were happy that we had neither Rownd-bead, 
nos Cavalier inthe Houle for they are each of them fo Pre- 
judicace againſt the other, that their fitting bere ſignifies no- 
thing but their Foſtering their o1d Venome, and lying at 
Catch to ſnap every advantage to bear down each other, 
though it be in the deliruQion of their Commrey. 

For if the Rownd-heads bring in a good Bill, the old Ca- 
valier oppoſes it; for no other reaſon, but becauſe they 
brought it in. So that as the poor Engliſh Silk- weavers, are 
feign to hire a French-man to Sell their Ribbons : So are the 
Roun4-heads a Cavalier, to move for thoſe Bills they defire 
ſaculd paſs 3 whic)) ſo ſowers the Rownd-bead, that he re- 
venges that Carriage upon any Bill the Cavalier offers ; and 
the Rage an4 Paſſion of the one and other, are ſo powerful, 
that it blinds them both, that ncither perccives the Advan- 
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tage they give the cine 3, abuſe both them and their 
Connrey to0: fo that if cither of them do any Good, it is 
only out of pure Envy againſt the other. Thus you ſee how 
we are yoaked, and (ecing this, you may ceaſe your admira- 
tion that we offer at all, and do jult nothing. 

Nor is this Diviſion alone of the Howſe all we have to 
lament (for D:ath, that common Cure, does now every day 
leſſen this evil) but that which is more our miſery, is, that 
thoſe Gentlemen who are truly for the Good of their Comxntry, 
will not be pcrſwaded to ſtand upon the ſure Baſis of Rati- 
onal Principles (like Workmen too preſumptive of their Judg- 
ments that-will not Build by rule) but rather affeRt the mo!t 
looſe ſtanding on the Sandy foundation of Hzat and Hu- 
mour : By reaſon of which they often do as much harm as 
good, and yet perccive it not this is the ſore evil we arc 
under, For I would not doubt the Countries carrying it from 
the Court in every Vote, let the Comrtiers uſe all the Art they 
could, would the Comntry Gentlemen but give themſelves the 
trouble to enform theirundertiandings a little, and not fuffer 
themſclves to be hurried by a heedleſs Inadvertency into vulgar 
Notions. Which, if well examined, are dirc&ly contrary to 
their honeſt jntcutions 3 For lack of which they totally miſtake 
their Intereſt, fall foul on their Friends, ſupport their Fnemrer, 
and carry on the deligns of the Court, whillt they aim at the 
Service of their Conntrey- For if they would take the pains 
but to think what is the greateſt Ex-my in the World, that 
Engliſh Law and Liberty always bad, {till bath, and ever mutt 
have It may be the retult of ſuch a thought would ſay, it was 
Encroaching Prerogative. Well, if then they wou'd but beg 
from themſclves but ſo much ſeriouſncls, as to think this ſe- 
cond thought, to check this Prerogative, which is ſo dapgerous 
an Enemy to our Lars and Liberti:s, peradventure that 
thought would av{wer, In ſnfprefſing all they could its Crea- 
tnres and Dependants, and ſupporting [u:b. whoſe Intereſt it is 
to keep Prerogative within its juſt bownd;s, Now could they be 
prevail'd with but to thiak a third thoghit, it would Laud 
thum at the full and ſaciskictory Solution of the Quezon, 
and will hold ia every thing. Burl wil putiina Caſe 
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wherein we are moſt apt to Err, and whercin we reckon it 
no leſs than Piety to play the Fool, to the end you may (ce 
how miſcrably we are cheated and abuſed, by ſucking in the 
untricd Notions that Education, the Arts of others, or our own 
Iznorance have impoſcd upon us. 

The third thought therefore ſha'l be this : I hich are moſt 
the Creatures and Supporters of boundleſs Prerogative, Pre! ates, 
or diſſenting Proteſtants ? Tic anſwer ro which mult, and can 
be no otherwiſe, The Prelates, Wc!l thier, if - we would now 
reduce this to Prattice, and fzy. The greatef? Friends to Prero- 
gative are the Prelates, the create;t Enemies to our Laws and 
Liberties is Prerogative, I ie only way therefore to reftrain 
Prerogative, is todo, What? To tortitic and [trengthen the 
Yoke of the Prelates over the Neck of the Pcople ? No: 
(Surcly this were an odd and a barbarous kind of Reaſoning) 
Butt to give Liberty to diſ-nting Proteſtants, as the beſt means to 
h-op wp the Ballance againſt boundleſs Prerogztive. For theſe 
mutt and never can be ctherwiſe ( unle{5 by Accident, and by 
Miliake) than Friends to Liberty : But the P:clates neither 
are nor can be otherwiſe then Creatures tO Prerogative, for all 
ticir Promotions, Dig! ics, ant Domization: depends upon It, 


The ſame mivht be ſail corcerning ihe only Antient and 
true Strength of the Nation, the Leg 2! Militia, and a ftand- 
ing Army. The Mi'nia muſt, and cau ncver be otherwiſe 
than tor Engliſh Liberty, *cauſe cl{c it doth dcliroy it ſelf > but 
a ſtanding Force can be tor nothing but Prerogative, by whom 
it hath its idle Living and Subſitazce. TI could ir{tance alſo 
in many other Particulars, but our Inadvertency in t'is, is 
dermonltration enough how much we are cheated by thc com- 
mon and hackney Novt#9ns impolcd upon us 3 and this if almoſt 


Lie caule of allthe Error we commit. For mithag our truc 


Footing, you [ce we have run in the miitaken Notion of 
Dcing <3. Church fo. long, nl! we have almoſt deſtroyed 
the State, ard advanced Prerogative ſo much by ſuppreſſing 
Nonconformity, that it's well nigh beyond our reach or power 
to put Check tot, and had not Time, and hut an indiffer- 
cat Obſervation, ſhewed us how much we were abuſed in this 

mat- 
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matter ; And that a Lay-Conformilt and a Fanatique can live as 
quietly and neighbourly together ( woul+ the Preltes but (ut- 
fer them) as any in the World, we had ruined our (clves 
palt all recovery. For by our Bouying up the B:Arpr in their 
harſh-and irreconcileable Spirit , in ttead of Healing , we | 
have fo fed and nouriſhed the Diſcontents throughout the = 
Kingdom, that I think nothing keeps the Fire from tlamins, 
out aticlh in another inteſtine War but the bare circunttance 
of Opportunity only 3 and how long that witl be able to rc- 
ſtrain Paſſions that are made Wild by Oppreſſion, is worthy a 
very ſcrious Conlideration 3 and thereturc there is hardly 
any thing more a Wonder to wile Men, than to fee the 
Clergie run at this rate upon the Diſſemters : wheretore fince 
the Nonconformiſts have given fo large and ample a Tetti- 
mony of their willingneſs to live Peaceably, if yet notwith- 
ſtanding the Clergie will not ſuffer them to be quiet in thicir 
Families and their Howſes, T doubt, they may at one time 
or other, drive them into the Field, and then it miv cx- 
ceed their Divine Art to Conjure them down again 3 tor he 
ſces but little, that ſecs not the Exgliſh Temper is better to 
be Led than Driven. And therttore I think it would not 
be more a Vanity, to compel the Ladies to wear Queen Eli- 
zabeths Ruff, than to force the Nonconformiſts to be dreſt tn 
her Religion. 

Nor yct are theſe all the Arts we are under : For we 
a Gang that Huff, and bear themſelves 1iigh on the Commtrey 
ſide, bat ear only for the Cowrt 5; thele lay out their Craft 
in putting the Hſe upon little trifling things, and (ſpend 
and waſte the Mettle thereof, upon ſuch rittitul Pickadilloes, 
as *tis next to a ſhame for an Engliſh Parliament fo much as 
to mention. Theſe ſtart a herce Diſpute about ſome little 
Mattcr, and keep a bluſter as if none were ſuch faithful Pa- 
triots a5 they, when they do it on purpole only to while our 
the Time, nd thin the Howſe, by tiring the honeſt Country 
Gentry in fo tedious, fruitle(s, and trifitng attendance. Do 
but move things worthy a Parliament 3 as that we may bave 
our o14 known Rights of Annual Parliaments aſcertained : That 
none that are or ſhall be Bribed by any Place or Offi:+, 4%»! 


have 
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ever fit in ths Houſe : That Parliaments ought not to be Pro- 
rogued, Adjourned, or Diſſolved, till all Petitions are beard, 
and the Aggrievances of the People redreſſed;, with many 
things more of as great Importance ; O then, forſooth, their 
pretended Loyalty (which in plain Engliſh is eaſily under-- 
ſtood) will not abide ſuch unmannerly and clowniſh Debates 
as theſe, and twenty ſuch little ſhreds of Non-ſenfe are im- 
pertinently urged/in ſtead of Argument. 

But further, Theſe Country: Court Engines, after they have 
taken the Meaſures of the Howſe, at the opening of every 
Seſſion, by our thanks for the gracious Speech, which being 
the true Pulſe of the Howſe;, if it happen to come fo hard as 
ſpeaks us but faint and coo! to the one thing neceſſary, (the 
matter of Money) then they know what will follow, that the 
Court will get no. Griſt that Seſrons ; and though the Court 
in indignation could turn themm Home on the Morrow, yet 
it muſt conſult its Reputation a little,reſtrain its Reſentments, 
and ſuffer them to fit about a fix weeks,or two monthr,and then 
they aſſure the Cowrt, ſince they can get no good by them, 
they ſhall take no harm; and therefore to ſtop them from. 
fome worthy Undertaking, they by their fcigned Zr:al againſt 
Court-Corruptions, put them upon Impeaching ſome Trea- 
ſerer, Councellor, or Miniſter of State ; and having ſpent half 
our time about this, the reli is ſpent for the Clergie upon 
Church-Work,, which we have been fo often put upon and 
tired, with theſe many Seſſions : Though Partiality unbc- 
comes a Parliam-nt, who ought to lay the whole Body that 
we repreſent a lize calc, Nonconformiſts , as well as Con- 
formiſts, for we Were choſen by bub, and with that inten+» 
tion that we ſhould opprels xzeither. To lay one part there- 
tore of the Budy on a Pillow, and the other on a Rack, ſorts 
our Wiſdom little, but our Fuſtice- worſe. You now fee all 
our Shapes, fave only tie Indigents, concerning whom I 
weed fay but Intele, for their Vores arc publickly (aleable for 
a Guiny, and a Dinner every day. in the Week, unle(s the 
Houſe be upon AMoncy.or « Ainijtor of State; tor that js their 
Harvelt, avd then thcy make thew Earrings fait the Work 
they art about, which inclints them: molt confiantly as ſure 
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Clyants to the Court. For what with gaining the oe and 
ſaving the other, they now and then adventure a Vote on 
the Comntrey fide 3 but the dread of Diſſolution makes them 
ſtrait rack about. The only thing we are obliged to them 
for, is, that they do nothing Gratz, but make every Tax 
as well Chargeable to the Court, as burthenſome to the Cour 
zrey, and fave no Mans Neck, but they break his Purſe. 
And yet when all is ſaid, did but the Country Gentry rightly 
underſtand the intereſt of Liberty, let the Courtiers and Indi- 
gents do what they could, they might yet at laſt deſerve the 
Name of a worthy Engliſh Parliament; Which that we may 
do, is not more paſſionately your deſire, than it alſo is of, 

Str, 


Tour myſt bumble 


Servant. 
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